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evidence

Improving access to
reliable, curated
information for well-
informed decisions on
disasters and health
emergencies.

o——

Summarising complex
systematic reviews to lay
writing for people across
various languages.

Priorities

Research

Implementing and coordination end-user input

High-quality research that is relevant to health
emergencies.

Systematic reviews of such research provide
a reliable and robust evidence base.

Accessible summaries of this evidence to
decision-makers at different levels of health
emergency response and preparedness




7 Interconnected Collections

Refugees & Asylum
(585 summaries) Seekers

(113 summaries)

COVID-19

Earthquakes & Resilient Health Ebola
Windstorms Systems (34 summaries)

(97 summaries) (200 summaries)

Climate Change Malnutrition

(17 summaries) (111 summaries)




Resilient Health Systems

Searches were run by topic (Phase 1: 5652 results, 1725 reviews
screened).

Identification

N Collection of publication data, topic, methodology, findings,

Enhancement implications, and equity considerations.

N Categorizing summaries, cross-linking to other
collections, reference management, and embeddability.

Website

Summaries drafted, edited, confirmed by PAHO,

Preparation sent for translation (ENG, POR, SPA, FRE)

N 200 summaries on Resilient Health
Systems published on EvidenceAid.org

Publication
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https://evidenceaid.org/evidence/resilient-health-systems/?p=108352&language=en

Search all resources Evidence collections About us News and blog Training and events Contoct

Resilient Health Systems

Read this introduction in Frangols, Portugues and Esparfol. Watch the launch of the collection here in English, Francois, and Espodiol

The Pan American Health Organization/World Health Organization and Evidence Aid have been working together for several years and, in June 2021,
started work on an Evidence Aid collection relevant to the development of resilient health systems in the context of disasters and other health
emergencies. This collection of summaries for relevant systematic reviews will support preparedness, response and recovery, thereby sustaining and
protecting public health gains. The partnership will further advance the Policy on Resilient Health Systems and the Plan of Action for Disaster Risk
Reduction that were approved by Ministries of Health of the Americas and the Caribbean in 2016, the Strategy to Build Resilient Health Systems
which was presented in 2021 and the Policy on Research for Health endorsed by the countries of the Americas in 2009.

This collection of summaries of systematic reviews is avallable in English, French, Portuguese and Spanish. The summaries will inform policies,
programs and plans to achieve universal health coverage and support the achievement of the United Nations' Sustainable Development Goals. The
collection was first published on 16 August 2021.
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Citation: Dowlati M, Seyedin H, Moslehi S. Hospitol Preparadness Measures for Blologleol Hozards: A Systermotic Review and Meto-Synthesis. Disaster
Medicine and Public Health Preparedness. 2027,15{8):780-803

Language: Abstract and full text available in EN.
Free to view: No.
Funding sources: ran University of Madical Sciences.

What is this? Being prepared to adequately handle blological hazards is an important aspect of hospital preparedness for emergencies and
disasters.

In this systernatic review, the authors searched for studies of hospital preparedness for disasters that had considered at least one type of biclogical
hazard. Thay restricted their searches to articles published in English and did the search in June 2019, They included 23 studies.

What was found: Hospital preparedness measures for biological hazards include administrative and management, specialized and logistical
measures (sea below), but the included studies faund that hospitals were ganerally not prepared to manage biolagical hazards or protect victims
and personnel

Administrative and managerment measures include planning for hospital preparedness, development of HICS, collaberation with external agencies,
rigk communications, effective education and practical exercises and risk asseserment.

Specialized measures include early detection and surveillance, diagnostic laboratories, psychological management, infaction control, personneal
protection, decontamination and specialized biological tearns.

Logistical measures include increasing capability, supplies and equipment, physical space. personnel organization, velunteers and hospital security

Implications: The authars of the review concluded that hospital preparedness plans are erucial for being able to respend to a biological hazard, and
that hospital managers need to be better prepared to respond to such hazards.

Other considerations: The authors of the review discussed their findings In the context of occupation.

This surmmary was prepared by Jereamy Scudder, checked by Yasmeen Saeed and Cristidn Mansilla, and finalized by Mike Clarke.

Disclaimer: This summary has been written by staff ond volunteers of Evidence Aid in arder to make the content of the ariginal document ocecassibla
to decision makers who are searching for the ovallable evidence on humanitarion response but may not hawve the time, inftially, to read the report tn
full This summary is nat intended os o substitute for the medicol advice of physicians, other heolth workers, professional L o

developers, or notional governments and international ogencles. If readers of this summary think that the evidence presented within it is relevant to
their decision-maoking, they should refer to the content and details of the ariginol orticle, and the odvice ond guidelines offered by other sources of
expartise, before maoking decisfons. The text can be shared and re-used without charge, citing Evidence Aid as the source and noting the date on
which you took the faxt
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